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IT’S odd to be looking at this anthology, in many ways.
When I first set out freelancing in late 2011, teaching wasn’t on my agenda. Sure, I’d run 

one-off workshops and talks, but teaching? That’s another ball game entirely.
Flash forward two and a bit years, and I’m writing the introduction to an anthology by 

past students of my Derby-based courses at QUAD. If you’d asked me what I’d be doing on 
a chilly Friday morning in April 2013, this is not what I would have answered.

I suppose it goes to show you that in freelancing it’s probably best not to second-guess 
what’s next and be ready for anything. Because teaching over the last two years has been an 
absolute joy, and that’s all because of the students that have made up those groups since I 
started. Each new group brings new questions, new approaches and a new dynamic to the 
course they are about to embark on. My plans may be the same, my slides may be the same, 
but it is the group that truly leads things. I just get the ball rolling.

The energy and enthusiasm within those courses has been great to see, and equally the 
latter publishing success many students have had is extremely heartening to hear. But what 
has really made it is that magic word—talent.

Writing is a lonely business, for sure, and sometimes it’s hard to realise that you have 
talent. I’ve had many a piece of work sent to me prefaced with ‘I don’t think this really 
works’ or ‘I don’t think this is very good’, and by the time I’ve read it I simply can’t figure 
out where that impression has come from. Equally people have been amazed to see their 
work published, which in most cases has come as no surprise to me at all.

So that’s really what this book is about—a celebration of talent. There are stories here 
from some of the best and brightest students I’ve had the pleasure of working with, and this 
collection is an able demonstration of that talent. There’s something a little dark in some of 
the stories, some flashes of humour and a dash of the otherworldly to boot. And I’m 
delighted to be able to bring that all to you, the reader.

I don’t know what’s next as per courses, or what further talent I’ll be encountering in the 
future. But I have no doubt that the success of the authors featured here—and those who 
didn’t make it to these pages—will continue on in the future.

Alex Davis
Derby, April 2013
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