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What you're holding in your hands is very likely the first – and at very worst the second – 
release from Boo Books. A small press is something I had dreamed of running for a number 
of years, but anyone who knows me will tell you that I don't tend to rush into things. I like 
to let ideas rattle around a bit, settle, and then see how I feel about them. But running a 
small press was really one of those concepts that just wouldn't go away. So, it had to be 
done.

The initial thought was that I'd lean towards the fantastical, mainly horror and science-
fiction, but as time wore on there was quite a substantial rethink in this. What I wanted to be 
able to do via Boo Books was simply to publish great books, irrespective of genre. I'm lucky 
in my line of work that I deal with a great deal of writing talent. What's more, often that 
talent doesn't have the outlet that it should have, that it deserves. Enter Boo Books. The 
rationale is as simple as that – quality writing that deserves its spot in the market place.

The other vibe that Boo Books has – and I use the word vibe to avoid using the term rule 
– is that of being local. We're based in Derby, a city in which I've lived for a number of 
years, since my University days, and a town I have a great affection for. It's a place that's 
been good to me, a place where I've got to know a lot of great people, and a place that has 
enabled me to pursue exactly the career that I've always been after – working in literature. 
So, in a sense, Boo Books is also about supporting so much of what is already happening in 
Derby, the East Midlands and the West Midlands in its wider sense.

On to Breaking the Rules, then. The genesis of this idea was actually born within a 
writing course, entitled 'Writing and Publishing an Anthology'. The concept behind this was 
that it would be an opportunity for new writers to get involved in a collection from the very 
beginning, and then be featured alongside a range of more established writers. It's perhaps 
an unusual way to put an anthology together, but equally something that fits eminently with 
what Boo Books is all about. So it's a generous thanks to everyone for all their contributions 
throughout the course, as well as the great stories they submitted.

The concept of games being at the heart of this book was one that I came up with 
relatively early. I've always been an avid fan of games, whether it be computer games, board 
games, role-playing games or card games. So there was undoubtedly a real personal appeal 
to exploring this as a concept. On top of that, it's also a theme that can be applied very 
widely, and certainly has been within this collection. There are distinctive horror element in 
Beau Johnson's 'Toad Baseball' and Allen Ashley's 'Queen of Clubs', which are 
counterpointed by more humourous takes in Charlie Fish's 'Death by Scrabble' and the 
wonderfully innocent 'Armitage and Isembard' by Natalie Perry. There are hints of science-
fiction and dystopia in both 'Riot Season' and 'Players', which extend the concepts of gaming 
through to their logical – and dark – conclusion. 'The Forfeit' bring a fantasy, near mythic 



element to proceedings. This collection is exactly the kind of mixed bag that I was looking 
for when I cooked up the theme of games, so I couldn't be more delighted with the end 
result.

Oh, and by the way, if you can quite figure out 'Topopoly', do drop me a line...

Alex Davis
Derby, September 2013 

LIKE WHAT YOU JUST READ? VISIT HTTP://BOOBOOKS.NET/BOOKSHOP 
TO PURCHASE ANY OF OUR TITLES VIA PAYPAL, OR EMAIL ALEX AT 
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