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There’s something about post-apocalyptic fiction that has seemingly lifted it beyond the 
horror and science-fiction that so often lies at its root. As readers and viewers we have been 
mesmerised by works of huge variety. Cormac McCarthy’s the Road and Suzanne Collins’ 
The Hunger Games are two prevalent examples in recent history, and going further back you 
can  look  to  the  likes  of  Richard  Matheson’s  I  am  Legend  and  many  of  the  critically 
acclaimed works by Margaret Atwood. There is something about the end of the world as we 
know it that seems to speak to us in a universal way, transcending genre boundaries as we 
might usually consider them.

After the Fall zooms in on a very particular kind of apocalypse and post-apocalpyse – 
namely,  that  brought  about  by  the  fall  of  technology.  In  our  modern  worlds  we  are 
surrounded by technology, and all too often it is easy to take these things for granted. Even 
in my thirty-two years of life I’ve seen the emergence of mobile phones, then iPhones and 
Blackberries. I’ve seen computer technology advance from the tape-fed Spectrum through 
to incredible systems such as the Playstation 4 and Xbox. Consider this even – there’s a 
chance you’ve even reading these words on an eReader,  a piece of technology that has 
changed reading forever. All of this, and much more, in the space of just three decades – a 
relative blink of an eye in the history of mankind.

So what happens when technology crumbles around us? The twenty stories gathered here 
are  an  attempt  to  address  that  question,  and many of  them come up with  significantly 
different  answers.  Our  opening story,  from the  inestimable  Adam Roberts,  looks  at  the 
concept of society reverting to a far more rural life with technology being outlawed, and 
how people may look to exploit opportunities within that. Amelia Mangan’s These Blasted 
Lands and MP Neal’s The Unbinding share the thread of religion growing once more in the 
absence of our metal and plastic gods, something that could also be said of the wonderfully 
original  Parsley,  Sage,  Rosemary and Thyme.  The Black Glass,  Maglev and From One 
Glowing Patch of Light to Another tell the story of people desperately trying to cling on to 
the technology that once brought them so much succour.

But it’s not all doom and gloom, anything but. There are some fabulously comic takes on 
the  end of  technology,  with As They Get  Warmer,  They Give a  Little  and Waiting  for 
Google chief among them. Then and Now offers a much more upbeat message on what life  
might be like in a future without all our gadgets and devices. And there are moments of 
beauty and wonder even in the very worst of times, a point ably demonstrated by our closing 
tale, There is a Light and it Never Goes Out.

So be prepared for the tragic, the horrific, the joyous and the humourous as we venture to 
a time after the fall.
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